
 

 

This fly was developed by Dean Reiners 
of Hatch Finders Fly Shop in Livingston, 
Montana and it has become one of the 
most effective hopper patterns out there. 
It isn’t just a trout fly. Bass and bluegill 
will gobble it up too! 

 
Materials: 
• Hook:  Standard dry fly size 12 to 6 
• Thread:  Hot pink or red 6/0 
• Body:  Pink fly foam 
• Underwing:  Elk or deer hair 
• Wing:  Tan fly foam (color can be changed to match hatch) 
• Hotspot:  Bright orange fly foam (any bright color will do) 
 
Foam for body and wing can be cut by hand, but it is easier to purchase body and wing cutter sets. These 
can be obtained through several fly tying outlets. Hatch finders fly shop  www.hatchfinders.com  is where I 
got mine. 
 
Directions:  

1. Start by putting the body on the hook. Place the hook at the center of 
the rear end of the body with the barb toward the front. This is an 
easy way to gauge the gap width that you need to have for the 
extended body. Where the barb touches the foam, pass it through the 
foam, then run the foam up the curve of the hook to the point where 
the shank meets the curve. 

2.  Attach the thread just behind the eye and cover the shank back to a point just past the point of 
the hook. 

3. With the thread held above the hook, move the foam body to the lower side of the hook with the 
flat end toward the eye, then make two loose wraps around the body. Slowly, but solidly tighten 
the wraps. This needs to be snug to keep the foam from twisting on the hook. 

4. Hold the body back and run the thread up the hook shank to the point you want to make your 
next segment and repeat the previous step. Try to space out to make three 
segments before the head. 

5. After you make the last segment before the head, trim the excess foam 
right behind the hook eye. Then you do the same process you used to 
make the segments to make the lower part of the head binding the foam 
down just behind the eye. This can be close to the eye since you will be 
finishing the fly behind the head.  

6. Tie in the wing pointing toward the front (eye end) of the hook at this point, gauging the length, 
so that the tip of the wing will extend just past the back of the body when folded back.  

7. Take the thread back behind the head segment (cross the hook at the top so you don’t mess up 
the head).  

8. Take a sparse clump of elk hair and stack it then tie it in on top of the hook to form the 
underwing and bind down the butts. Now fold the wing back and make a couple of loose wraps 
then slowly and securely tighten the wraps (like you did the body segments) to form the head. 

9.  Attach rubber legs to each side of the head and attach the hotspot foam on top.  
10. Whip finish and trim the hotspot apply head cement to whip finish and you are done.  


